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Michael Faraday
Born: September 22, 1791
Died: August 25, 1867 (age 75)
Nationality: English
Occupation: Physicist and chemist
Why is he important?
Michael Faraday made groundbreaking discoveries in electricity and magnetism. His work helped lay the 
foundation for electric motors, generators, transformers, and our understanding of electromagnetic fields.
Although he did not invent the capacitor, his research greatly advanced the understanding of capacitance and 
dielectrics.
The SI unit of capacitance—the farad (F)—is named in his honor.
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Leyden Jar
Pieter van Musschenbroek
Born: March 14, 1692
Died: September 19, 1761 (age 69)
Nationality: Dutch
Occupation: Physicist, physician, mathematician, and professor
Why is he important?
Pieter van Musschenbroek is credited with developing one of the first practical capacitors—the Leyden jar—in 
1746 while working at Leiden University in the Netherlands. His experiments showed that electrical charge could be 
stored and later released, laying the foundation for the modern capacitor. Around the same time, Ewald Georg von 
Kleist independently built a similar device. 
1 micro farad = 1/1,000,000 F
1 nano farad=1/1,000,000,000 F
1 pico farad=1/1,000,000,000,000 F

   Quick Notes Page 2    



Lab

   Quick Notes Page 3    



   Quick Notes Page 4    


